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  I find it interesting to note that a central figure like 
Mary actually says very little throughout the gospels. 
Short of her dialogue with Gabriel and her 
proclamation of the Magnificat, Mary speaks little 
else. Even in today’s gospel that celebrates Mary’s 
recognition as Mother of God, Mary says nothing at 
all. But one thing this gospel does say about Mary is 
that after all the events of Christmas have transpired, 
‘‘Mary kept all these things, reflecting on them in her 
heart.’’ Like a true disciple, Mary notices the events 
around her and reflects on them in her heart in order 
to understand their deeper meaning. Mary exhibits the 
first stage of the spiritual process, discernment; a 
process that will help her confront the darkness she 
will experience later in her life.  
  As one like us in all things except sin, Mary is the 
perfect disciple. Not only by her yes, but also by her 
constant reflection on the events of her life she 
becomes an example for us of how we are to live as 
disciples of her Son. In order to discern the ways of 
God and how God is interacting with us, we too need 
to discern the signs of the times in our lives; the times 
when God is informing us of God’s inflowing love. 
This is the love that informs us of who we truly are, 
daughters and sons of God. And so, like Mary, we 
need to center our lives and to listen to the God who 
comes and speaks to us in the silence of our hearts.  
 ‘‘How blessed are you, Virgin Mary, for you carried 

within you the Lord, the Creator of the world. Our 
creator has become human, born of a Virgin. O God 
you have made us sharers in the divinity of Christ, 
who humbles himself to share in our humanity. Bless 
our world with the peace which Christ came to bring 
us, as we pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.’’ 
  As we prepare to celebrate a New Year, typically we 
reflect, first on what the last year has wrought us ---
how did we succeed at keeping the promises we 
made. Perhaps not very well! So as the new year 
begins we again make promises --- promises to renew 
ourselves, promises to set our priorities straight or 
promises to be the best that we can be. As we enter 
this annual process of renewal, perhaps we can take 
a cue from Mary the Mother of God.
  According to Mary the Mother of God this human 
drama of renewal is spirituality charged. Our heart 
connection to God is what has generated the dream 
because it is God, through the inflowing of God’s love 
who has informed of us of who we truly are, 
daughters and sons of God. This is what it means 
when we say that Mary is the Mother of God; through 
her the divine and human meet. And so as we go 
about the annual process to evaluate and to resolve, 
at root is really our identities as daughters and sons of 
God for resolving to be new in the coming year is 
really resolving to be faithful to who we are.   
  Happy New Year to all and in this New Year, may 
you experience the joy and love that flows from a God 
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that wants you to live fully in the light of God’s love!  
 Deacon John 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Monday Jan. 2   8:30 am  

Tuesday Jan. 3   7:00 pm +Edward Mylett Jr. 

Wednesday Jan. 4   8:30 am 

Thursday Jan. 5   8:30 am 

Friday Jan. 6   8:30 am  

Saturday Jan. 7   5:30 pm  

Sunday Jan. 8   8:15 am +Rhonda Retkovis 

  10:30 am +Richard Nutile 

   5:30 pm  

LITURGY 

Listen graciously to the prayers of this family, 
whom you have summoned before you: 
in your compassion, O merciful Father, 
gather to yourself all your children 
scattered throughout the world. 

Eucharistic Prayer III
Prepare for Epiphany, January 8 
Is 60:1–6; Ps 72:1–2,7–8,10–11,12–13; Eph 3:2–3,5–6; 
Mt 2:1–12 God’s plan, hidden in ages past, was fully 
revealed in Jesus. In this age of grace, Jesus is God’s 
epiphany, God’s manifestation on the earth. In Jesus we 
can walk in God’s ways, serving the people with justice 
and mercy. In Jesus, all people are sharers of God’s 
gifts, members of the same body, sons and daughters of 
God. Though Jesus illuminates the path to God, not 
everyone can see it and follow it. The Herods of the 
world, who rule through domination and violence, are 
greatly disturbed by any threat to their wealth and power. 
The dark clouds of fear they create obscure the path to 
peace. 
     Only the wise ones — apostles, prophets, magi, 
women and men who can see with the eyes of the heart 
— are able to perceive God’s appearance. They speak 
God’s words to the lost, the alienated, and the downcast: 
“Look up and see!” Hearts that are broken throb with joy 
and gratitude. When we raise our eyes, we see God’s 
glory and walk by God’s light. No longer do we follow the 
paths of the world; we take another route. The light of 
Christ guides us to our true home. 
   For Reflection: Do I disclose God’s light to others? 
What gifts can I offer them today?

Prepare for Baptism of the Lord, MONDAY January 9 
Is 42:1–4,6–7; Ps 29:1–2,3–4,3,9–10; Acts 10:34–38; 
Mk 1:7–11 The voice crying out in the desert is as 
powerful as the one sweeping over the waters at 
creation. It is as commanding as the voice that led the 
people through the sea to freedom. It thunders like the 
voice heard on Mount Sinai, and it is as strong as the 
voice that shook the rafters of the temple. The voice is 
the prophet John proclaiming the coming of God’s reign. 
In Jesus, God’s voice is mighty and powerful, yet gentle 
and healing. His words summon the people from the 

prisons of oppression and open the eyes of all who live 
in darkness. In his baptism, the heavens are torn open, 
and the Spirit of God descends as gently as a dove. The 
loving voice of the Father speaks: “You are my beloved 
Son. On you my favor rests.” 
Peter learns that God’s favor rests on everyone. God 
has no favorites, shows no partiality. All are God’s 
“chosen people.” Whoever enters the waters of baptism 
is welcome in the house of God. God speaks to us as 
God spoke to Jesus: “You are my beloved child. On you 
my favor rests.” 
   For Reflection: Do I experience God’s liberating voice 
in my life? Am I living my baptismal call to bring mercy 
and justice to others?

THE WORD TO GO scripture reflections for the season of 
Christmas are available on the table by the doors, and 
are on our website.  You will also find the files on our 
website at: http://resurrectionde.org/new/liturgy/scripture-
reflections-the-word-to-go .  

Please pray for those in our Parish Family who are 
sick:  Lord, allow your healing hand to assist MaryAnn 
Ciabattoni, Jayne Straub, Hank & Lauren Wisniewski, 
Sharon Dudek, Pat and Hank Krysiak, Molly Dunne, Jim 
& Buddy Sheehan, Joan Rzucidlo, JD Howell, Betsy 
Barber, Kathy Bernardin, Paige Becker, Alice Weaver, 
Bill Eichelberger Jr., Joseph Hemphill, Bernie Gross, 
Nancy Bunting, Renee Roder, Alyssa Stover, George 
Cora, Tim O’Neill, Steve O’Kane , Nick Gambino and all 
the needs in our Book of Intentions. 

PARISH FAMILY LIFE 

The shawl ministry now meets the second 
Monday of each month. Come join us Monday 
January 9 at 12:30pm in the library. 

Resurrection Prayer Chain:  Please consider joining 
the Resurrection prayer chain to pray for the needs of 
our parishioners and their immediate family members.  If 
you or a family member needs prayer, please contact 
Valerie Werner on 239-2220 or vjw302@verizon.net.  All 
requests for prayer are kept confidential. 

More information than you can imagine is found on our 
website: http://www.resurrectionde.org

Pastoral Council Planning:  Our present council has 
identified the need to have a better way to transition from 
one council to the next council year.  Each year the 
council discerns a few pastoral needs to work on.  A long 
range plan or strategic plan allows the annual goals to fit 
together into a larger vision or plan.  So, the council is 
looking for help from parishioners’ experience with 
strategic planning and to help apply those principles to a
long term plan for the parish. Please contact Fr. Bill  

New Parishioners:  We welcome you!  Please register 
with the parish.  Registration forms are always available 
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after Masses on the bulletins rack by the main entrance 
and in the Parish Office.  Please complete one today. 

Help us put a name to your 
face and personalities.  Sign 
up for a picture for our 
directory. The appointment 
sheets are on the table in 
gathering space. 
   Takes a bit of time.  But 

free photos by a professional.
Thanks for your cooperation. 

Please email digital pictures of parish events such as 
sacramental ceremonies, parties, youth activities, CFP 
activities to ed1101baum@verizon.net for possible use 
in the new parish pictorial directory. 

Olan Mills Appointments If you cannot come in on the 
day of your appointment, please extend the courtesy of 
calling the parish office at 302-368-0146 x101. Do not 
call Olan Mills directly. Thanks. 

SNAP Support Group: A support group for survivors of 
clergy sexual abuse and their families sponsored by 
Survivors Network of those Abused by Priests (SNAP) 
meets in Wilmington on the second Tuesday of each 
month from 7:00-8:30pm.  For the location, call Judy 
Miller at 302-234-1519 or email: 
snapdelaware@yahoo.com.  We hope that you will join 
us for this informal and confidential meeting. 

SOCIAL CONCERNS 

Emmanuel Dining Room: The spirit of joy and giving 
touched many this season especially at the EDR. Ruth 
Mayer bought a brand-new restaurant size can opener 
for large family size cans that we open for our 
Shepherd’s pie; a wonderful gift to make our service to 
the hungry much easier. We also were blessed this 
season with a generous donation from the Red Hats of 
Resurrection that provided a meal for 200 people on this 
cold Dec. 12th.  It costs about .95 cents to provide a meal 
of Shepherd’s Pie, fruit cocktail, and a delicious desert 
donated by Cannon’s bakery. Those volunteering this 
month were: Eileen Craig, Burt Strasser, Ruth Mayer, 
Susan & Fred Whitcraft, and George & Judy Ward. We 
hope to continue with such enthusiasm in 2012. Many 
thanks. 

ELEMENTARY CHRISTIAN FORMATION 

May the blessings of Christ’s birth be with you and your 
families! 

We look forward to seeing you and your children on 
January 8 back at St. Mark’s for CFP!  Other January 
CFP Classes:January: 1 & 1/15-Off, 1/22, and 1/29

1st Reconciliation will be celebrated on January 7, 
2012 at 9:00AM. If you cannot attend this time, please 
contact Cory at czolandz@resurrectionde.org with 

questions. 

Epiphany Party - Save the date! On 
January 8, 2012, after 10:30 Mass 
Resurrection will be hosting an Epiphany Party.  There 
will be food and opportunity to socialize as well as carols 
and crafts for little ones. We will bless the doors to our 
church!  Don’t miss this great opportunity to be part of 
our community! 

YOUTH MINISTRY 

Upcoming Youth Ministry Events:
High School and Middle School- January 8: 6:30-8:15 
Epiphany celebration and gift exchange!  Bring a $5 or 
less wrapped gender neutral gift to exchange.  Also, 
please bring a coat/ blanket to keep warm as part of our 
night we be spent outside in the prayer garden roasting 
marshmallows and drinking hot apple cider. 

Jan 28th Winter Arts Festival!  Share your talents or 
come support your friends. 

High School and Middle School- Feb 3 6:30-10:30- 
Movie night!  Soul Surfer: Finding Hope Amidst Life's 
Struggles 

High School and Middle School- March 31- Pilgrimage 
March through Wilmington with Bishop.  Families 
welcome!  Sign up by February 15. 

High School Only- please sign up for our Facebook 
Group- just look up Resurrection Youth in Wilmington 
DE. We send out updates, prayers, topics for discussion, 
etc.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

Taking it Home: Some people think that Christmas is 
one holiday and New Year’s is another holiday, but the 
Church keeps the first of January as one of the days of 
Christmastime. The rejoicing of December 25 belongs to 
January 1 as well. 

The gospel for mass today is short. But it gives us 
several reasons to rejoice. And it gives us the reason for 
many titles that the first of January has had over the 
years. The gospel, from the second chapter of Luke, is a 
continuation of the story we began at Midnight Mass on 
Christmas. Today we hear that the shepherds did what 
the angels told them to do. They found Mary and Joseph 
and the newborn Jesus. Then they went to tell their 
neighbors that a Savior was born. 

Mary treasured what was said about her child. In joy, 
the shepherds sang the angels song of glory in heaven 
and peace on earth. Eight days after his birth, Jesus was 
circumcised and received his name, which means 
“Savior.”  

Today is the World Day of Prayer for Peace. For 
some Churches, today is the feast of the Holy Name of 
Jesus or the feast of the Circumcision. For Roman 
Catholics, today is the Solemnity of Mary the Mother of 
God. This Solemnity is over 150 years old on the 
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Church’s calendar. We celebrate today the fulfillment of 
the promise made to Mary by the angel Gabriel. God’s 
child is now her child. Mary is the Mother of God. 
(Companion to the Calendar; Mary Ellen Hynes).  
(Deacon John) 

JESUS HOUSE PRAYER & RENEWAL CENTER 

Mass: Tuesdays - 12:15 pm.  See Gathering Space & 
website for information on other offerings. 
www.jesushousecenter.org. To register for programs, 
call Edie 995-6859, edie2501@comcast.net. 

“Forgiveness Prayer Weekend Workshop will be held 
on Friday, January 27 – 29, led by Therese Saulnier.  
Come to the Forgiveness Prayer Workshop and explore 
the need for forgiveness, the nature of forgiveness, and 
how to forgive.  Cost:  $195 includes two overnights and 
all meals.  Centering prayer experience 
recommended.  To register, call Edie (302) 995-6859 or 
edie2501@comcast.net.

Catholicism – A Journey to the Heart of the Faith…
St. John the Beloved Parish, Wilmington Delaware… 

It’s been referred to as “catechesis for the 21st

century”.  What is it?  It’s the new media series entitled 
“Catholicism”, the highly acclaimed presentation seen on 
the TODAY Show, PBS, and which premiered in major 
US media outlets. 

Through 10 episodes the viewer will travel from 
Rome to Jerusalem to Calcutta, to the US, and to many 
of Europe’s cathedrals.  The journey is accompanied by 
breathtaking Catholic art and music through which the 
deepest truths of the faith come alive.  

Join us at St John the Beloved Parish to view 
this magnificent presentation on Thursday evenings from 
6:30 to 8:00 pm beginning January 12th and ending 
March 15th.  It is a journey that will fill you to the brim, yet 
leave you hungering for more.  To register call 302-999-
0211 or email sjbrecep907@yahoo.com.

Spiritual Direction is offered at Resurrection Parish 
with Sister Redempta Sweeney. Sister Redempta 
Sweeney is a Sister, Servant of the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary, Scranton PA. She has ministered as teacher, 
principal, congregation administrator, and spiritual 
director for more than 30 years. Sister Redempta may 
be reached at 302-544-4090. 

Please support our parish bulletin sponsors listed on 
the back cover.  And, of course, mention that you 
appreciate them taking the ad in the bulletin.  

“Be careful how you live; you may be the only Bible 
some person ever reads.”    W. J. TOMS 

And with Your Spirit Have you gotten used to the new 
response yet? Instead of saying, “And also with you,” 
now we say, “And with your spirit.” Is that beginning to 
become familiar? This change of phrase puts us more in 
unity with the Sacred Scripture. Four of the epistles 
conclude with phrases similar to,“The grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ be with your spirit.” So we are echoing the 
words used to conclude these letters to the various 
Christian communities. 

Marriage Encounter:  The LORD bless you and keep 
you! The LORD let his face shine upon you, and be 
gracious to you! The LORD looks upon you kindly and 
give you peace!  Let the Lord’s graces pour out on your 
marriage.  The next Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
Weekend is planned for February 11-13 in Rehoboth 
Beach. Visit our website at:  www.wwme-delmar.org or
to register for the weekend, please call John and Kat 
Molitor at 302-422-1235. 
Vocations:  God chose Mary to be the mother of Jesus; 
from all women, she was chosen to bring God’s life into 
the world.  God also calls women and men today to bring 
His life into the world by serving as religious sisters, 
religious brothers, deacons and priests.  If you think God 
might be calling you to serve in a religious vocation, 
please call or write Father Joe Cocucci, Diocesan 
Director of Priestly and Religious Vocations (302-573-
3113 or jcocucci@cdow.org).  Be sure to visit our 
website: www.CalledByTheLord.com!   
May the Lord bless you and keep you. 
May his face shine upon you, 
And be gracious to you. 
May he look upon you with kindness, 
And give you his peace. 
(Blessing of Aaron – Numbers 6: 24-26 

Time, Talent & Treasure 
Fostering Stewardship as a Way of Life 

This Week’s Stewardship of Time & Talent 
Salute

In gratitude for God’s gifts of time and talent to 
us, we gratefully acknowledge and salute: 

Meg and Jim Hutchings 
 A husband and wife team at CFP!  Jim serves as a 
Hall Monitor and Meg as a classroom assistant. They 
both serve part-time, but are very faithful in getting 
their son, Evan, to class every week. 

Stewardship Thought for the Week 
I Peter 4:8-10:  As each one has received a gift, 
use it to serve one another as good stewards of 
God’s varied grace.” 

Parish Sacrificial Giving Summary 
Regular Sunday Offertory 

In gratitude for the gifts we have received from 
God, parishioners and visitors made a Joyful 

return to the Lord. 
During November, you gave $29,343.57 in the 
offertory baskets and $13,592 electronically. 

Thanks for Giving First Fruits & Taking a Step! 

Please consider electronic giving. 
It saves time, is accurate, efficient, is confidential, 

lowers costs and helps the environment.
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CHRISTIANA
DENTAL SPA

Dental Care with Spa Amenities
4133 Ogletown Stanton Rd.

Newark, DE 19713
302.369.6900

Friendly, Knowledgeable Staff  • State of  the Art Facility
Modern Sterilization Equipment & Procedures

Digital X-rays • Teeth Whitening
Convenient Early Morning, Late Evening & Saturday Hours

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME!

Cosmetic, Restorative & Implant Dentistry

DOHERTY
FUNERAL            HOMES

www.dohertyfh.com

703 North Broom Street
Wilmington, Delaware 19805

302.652.5913
Toll Free: 800.608.3533

Limestone and Milltown Roads
Wilmington, Delaware 19808

302.654.3005
Fax: 302.652.7020

info@mealeyfuneralhomes.com

www.mealeyfuneralhomes.com
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Morgan Basement Waterproofing
877-401-4777

Specializing in 
Basement Waterproofi ng

& Mold Remediation Since 1984
Drainage Systems • Pumps • Coatings

Foundation Repair • Outside Water Management
Emergency Service

Free Inspections
Licensed & Insured

www.MorganBasementWaterproofing.com


